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13 August 1867

Holland, Michigan

At a congregational meeting of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte
presided, the pastor explained why the meeting was called and gave a report on his decision to
sever his ties with the congregation as pastor. The members present agreed by a vote of 54 to 0.
It was decided to meet again in fourteen days to propose a trio of names for the calling of a new
pastor.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 293.

Page 293
meeting must be called. It is scheduled for Tuesday at 7 P.M., on August 13, 1867. The
pastor, called to another meeting, left the assembly.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Labots was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — Pieter Kwist entered the meefing, indicating a desire for further education.
He is without sufficient funds to provide jdr his needs, because his parents are still in the
Netherlands. Therefore, he requests th,consistory for a recommendation to receive
assistance from the classical fund. After having spoken to him, he left the meeting, with
the promise that he will later receivei4 response. It was decided that because he is not a
member and gives no evidence of ersonal piety, to leave the matter undecided for the
time being.
ARTICLE 4 — The clerk presents a request from Jan van Dam for a statement of
membership. It was decided that this request cannot be granted, unless this disciplined
member indicated the reaso /for requesting this statement. The clerk was assigned to
inform van Dam of this dec'sion.
The meeting was closed b Brother Keppel.
G. Wakker, clerk
Congregational Meeting of August 13, 1867
Psalm 97: 1, 6 were sung, and Rev. van Raalte, as chairman, led in prayer.
ARTICLE 1 — The Rev. A. C. van Raalte presented the reasons why this congregational
meeting has been called. He indicates that he has previously informed the consistory and
now reports the substance recorded in the previous minutes of the consistory (see Article
2). He advises the congregation to move towards the calling of a pastor.
ARTICLE 2 — After some discussion and questions which were answered, 54 votes were
cast in favor and no votes against. The congregation decided to agree to the explanation
of the pastor and to move forward towards calling a pastor.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided to meet again in fourteen days, for the purpose of forming a
trio, and then, eight days later to extend a call.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
G. Wakker, clerk

